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HIGHLIGHTS 

Prior Authorization Is Not Required 
with Sedation  

When sedation is required to render all dental services, prior 

authorization is not required.  All required documentation and 

radiographs/photographs are necessary and shall be submitted with the 

claim form for payment. Prior authorization will not be waived for fixed 

partial dentures, removable prosthetics and implants. The following 

additional documentation shall be submitted: 

In order to minimize the risks associated with sedation (when both an 

examination and treatment can only be performed with general 

anesthesia or intravenous sedation in an office setting) 

documentation must describe a physical, behavioral, developmental 

or emotional condition that prohibits the patient from adequately 

responding to a provider’s attempts to perform an examination, 

radiographs and treatment in the dental office. 

When dental services are provided in an acute care general hospital 

or a surgicenter, the provider must document the need for 

hospitalization, e.g., mental and/or physical limitations, age, etc. 

Billing Providers Must Ensure Their 
Rendering Providers Are Enrolled 

Billing providers MUST ensure that all their rendering providers are 

enrolled in the Denti-Cal program prior to treating Medi-Cal patients. 

Payments made to billing providers for services performed by their 

rendering providers who are not enrolled in the Denti-Cal program will 

be subject to payment recovery. Title 22 Section 51458.1(a)(6) states: 

(a) The Department shall recover overpayments to providers including, 

but not limited to, payments determined to be: 

(6) For services prescribed, ordered or rendered by persons who did not 

meet the standards for participation in the Medi-Cal program at the time 

the services were prescribed, ordered or rendered. 

Instructions about enrolling in the Denti-Cal program are found in the 

Provider Handbook, Section 3: Enrollment Requirements. 

To obtain an application packet, contact Denti-Cal at (800) 423-0507 or 

visit the Denti-Cal Web site to download the application forms: 

http://www.denti-cal.ca.gov/WSI/Prov.jsp?fname=ApplicationForms 

http://hfcis.cdph.ca.gov/servicesAndFacilities.aspx
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=4c3c560be18d4615e0b43bf5f00ae91f&rgn=div8&view=text&node=42:4.0.1.1.13.5.136.3&idno=42
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=4c3c560be18d4615e0b43bf5f00ae91f&rgn=div8&view=text&node=42:4.0.1.1.13.5.136.12&idno=42
http://www.denti-cal.ca.gov/provsrvcs/manuals/handbook2/handbook.pdf#page=25
http://www.denti-cal.ca.gov/WSI/Prov.jsp?fname=ApplicationForms


 

 

REMINDER 

https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov
http://www.denti-cal.ca.gov
http://www.denti-cal.ca.gov
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=wic&group=14001-15000&file=14043-14045



